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one, but progress has been made. The question now before us is whether the 
gains that have been made can be maintained; whether the advance is to be 
slowed down; whether, indeed, the movement is about to stage a retreat. 


As a matter of fact there is no less need for well-trained lawyers today 
than before. In truth, in view of the growing complexity of social and economic 
life, there is increasing need for better-trained lawyers. If the premise of the 
past was correct, that a lawyer’s education should be broad as well as intensive, 
there is nothing in the panorama of our country’s affairs today—indeed, there 
is nothing in prospect in world affairs—indicating that lawyers should have less 
training. There is need today for leadership by men who are finely poised, who 
have insight into the ills of society, and who have perspective on and under- 
Standing of its problems. That leadership should not be entrusted to narrowly 
trained specialists. What our country now requires above all else is leaders of 
broad outlook and comprehensive points of view—men who are capable of 
making use of the fragments of knowledge possessed by the specialists and 
who can weld these fragments into a working whole. I envisage that assignment 
for the lawyers. But this definitely is not a task for a mediocre and complacent 
bar. The profession, if it is to merit this assignment, must be well-selected and 
highly trained. I believe we are aware of the magnitude and importance of 
these factors and that our profession will not relax its vigilance in maintaining 
standards. That vigilance will not be a sustained one, however, unless some 
responsible agency of the profession gives it direction and force. The Section of 
Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar is that agency. The responsibility 
is ours. 
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